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(Heoflement: ' 


0 U being generally my Au- 

ditors, at the Time of my 4t= 

 livering this Enſuing Diſcourſe, 
were quicken'd from what you bave beard, 
to make 1t your general deſire, by the 
Mediation of ſeveral of the Chief _ 
you, that I would make my late Diſcourſe 
more Publick, by the Printing of 1t :- This 
bring the firſt Requeſt in thus kind, which 
you ever made unto me; I am therefore 
A2 O'S 


the more walling to comply with it, eſpr= 

* .* crally- conſu Gloria vet know not . © 
much of 4 Call f from Providence, there 
may be in your fo general Comarrence, in 
this matter :"\. romwit the Enſuing Diſc 
. courſe to the Divine: Bleſing, and. you all 


. to the Drome Proetons, lth my 
© de - "Your Aﬀectionare Miniſter, 
Nov. 13. 1693. | 
Ry R. W. | | 
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and wicked'Spwirs wa 
rats thoholy7Spic Spicie of God didr{brangely ter 


T 1 be Chachis Scam Irit 5o ee ol 


1 Ne ings * Numbers. 23-3 Wi WALLS £093 "7 
0) nP ng i5-n0 Inchantment 2 Jacobs et 
- ther:3s there any Dinmation:again/tlvacl ;'ac- 
cording to this time it-ſhall be aid Jacol an 
bf Iſrael, Miwdeattelod FriA 1 
TN 4 EMS ve bar & ID SARA F* 
7HESE words were uttered by Bula; 
| he endeavoured'ro curſe: Ijouel. che Peopli Fa 
;-of Gad:;. that's he mrghtobtain arcewartk - 
Gan Balak;: he'wasin himfelf no berret thim's 
Wich'or Conjurer bac when he-fought'toldbs | 
nuſchuctf ro God'sP 


whom hewwagpconfede! 


poſe, and made uſe. of: vhis Conjurer: to be-iis.. 


Hſtaviment:for'Prophecy as:0 feverat partiets 


lars that nelate. ro 006 urch of 'God: in 
ra and for th>declaring'of1a'Bleffingto © 
which] was God's Peculiay and? Choſe Pe 
bis: Chnrch- at: thar: preſent times and fo- God 
bythe; over-rubr power of: his Spi#ie;1did: earn 
chd Eairfe, cham as farendeds by'eis wicked Tn 

alas SO W271 YETT BIG 246 * 
L "5 _ More 


ce by-the affitanceof evi, 


C2.) 

Morc eſpecially, in the words of my Text, 
there is a diſcovery made, - by the plain confef- 
ſion of this Wizzard, of che. vanity;of his own 
atrempts; againſt the Church and: People of God; 
Surely, ſaith he, there is ng Inchantment againſt 
Jacob, neither is there any ge rn wp " It- 
ſracl, &c: 'as before... 1h | 

In which words: we live! « contain rd two ge- 
neral parts.' - 

1. An' Aﬀertion beraly laid doh, widirel2- 
tion to Jacob and Iſrael ; Surely, or afſuredly, as 
if he had ſaid, -you-may take this foran' aſſured | 
thing; fora certain truth, rhat there 35'n0 Tnchant- 
ment againſt Jacob; neither 35 there any: Divination 
agoinſt Ifrach We know that che inaimes' Zacob,' 
and Iſrael, were both of them firſt:-giverrto him, 
who was:the Father of thoſe twelve: Pattiarchs, 
from whom were derived thoſe twelve Tribesof 
which the JewiſhiNation'was' conſticured. + The: 
name acob ſignitics a Wreſtler, or-a Supplanter, 

and was givento him at firft, upon 'occafion of 
his laying hold, of his Brother Eſan's heel, at tis 
Birth, and was'further confirm'd'to him-ater- 
wards in the ficneſs of 1s ſignification; by his 

Pars Brother E/azand depriving hin, 
bot of che Birth righc,.and of the Bleſſing and! - 
alſoagain it his famous wreſthng withGod by: 
Faith, and Peay, as well-as with the'Angel of 


God 


wreſtlng;italſo.cametopals;that theiothername. - 
hete merition'd/thenaine of Iſrael, was given uns = 
co him, thac is, a-Prince with-God;:according to 
the words of the Angel, Gen: 32.'28:/ And'he aid 
thy nameſhaili'be called nd more Jacob,lut Iſrael,e,: 

as a Prince,haſt 1hou/power mithGod;and withMen 
and haſt prevailed. Theſe: names Zatoband IſraeP: 
are; here,as/1n,many; other places, uſed godenor® 
che whole Nation, which-deriyed fronm-this-per- 
ſon, there being nothing more -common; : both 
in. Scripture, and likewiſe in'other Authors, than 
co call a Nation, by thename.of che Perſon, or. 
Perſons, frm whontic;proceeded:, GOO 21113 0s. | 
; Now! foraſnauch 24s: this/ Nation'rwas the: | 
Church and pecular People| of God; aboye all 
the Nations br the, Wor 
the PAalmiſt,::h: Judah God! known, 1 /his name: 
44 great its rac],  at;Salemn,afo: is bis Cabernacle,) 
and his dwelling-Place tn Sion; he hath not dealt 
fo with, any Nation; 'that is; -with 'any: ther: Na- * 
tiou\, neither have: the. Heathen: the'\ knowledge of. 
his:{.a®:; For this: reaſon} it is; tiat:by the;names 
Zacob, and: Iſrael;-:the: Ghurch of God in; gene- 
ral, ef pally y.that,”which,we:call.the Invidble 
Church, the Ghurch of che Faichful, of: ſach as 
are: What they profeſs (themſelves: ro: be,: even 
real nh 1s to beunderſtood,: and. even. 10) 
IT B _ | this 


Godby todly a the Fe which | | 


according to that of In 
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FO EDT ars theſe words, fling als W- 
raet toibe undcritood here tin my Text} lever 
co denote albtcue Believers /1che Church-of the 
Faithful: throughout all Ages: Theſe! are all, 
(»:) ZFacob's Wireltlers; ada both-witly rela. 
_ to'God) and akfo wil gctarionive Men ms 1 
-3.\ Thcy:arewonc to be'Wreltlers with re- 
hton to: God,» by- Faith; and Prayer; they are 
nocwaling-to: rhe Almighty: any-reſt;-un-- - 
che ft Jrſais) bis Credo general; 
a'\praiſe-in:thearthicn noon gow 190 , 

i2:;/They are Wreſtlers with relation ve Me Men, 

choſe that axe the Enemi& of God, and Chri ſt; 
and true oodhefs/-a8" in Baptiſm the 
ralf dan the! mimnber: of: Chriſt's? amr Por Feb 
they make it their” buſineſs, to- 40 Fil vader ho 
| Banner; againl(t che - 

Flets, which" are \his'Enewiies, and! eolatheip 

themfelvess well, mehowe tpirieuat Colmbate and 
Warfare; for as the Seed of the Serpent, is ary 
Enemy to the Seed: of? the Womian'; ſo+is the 
Secd of the Woman an Enemy-to the''Secd'of 
the-Serpent ;'and'they'do- in this iſſue get-the 
Bleffing from, and "prevail again rhofe cax- 
_ nal Efax's, who:tho' they're Brethren i may: be, 
according co the Hel; yer bearian Enmiry' to 
them ; yea.chey-become/at- lengrh-more than 
5a over all their ſpirnual Enemies, 
through: 


- - they are woneto prevail with God by Faith and 


* oy - 
— 
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through Chriſt ſtrengehening of tems; which 
makes it evident; & 

2: That all the true Members of the Charch 
of Chrid, are alſo Iſrael's, 'fuch as have power 
with God, and with Mcn, and do prevall; as 
they wreſtle with God by Faith and P Prayer, fo 
through the Divine Grace and Condefcention, 


Prayer : And as they wreſtle and contend inthe 
Cauſe of God againf Sin, and finful Men; 0 
they arc wont to Pe and whe Chowncl is 
Conquerors at laſt, tho' ic may be'even by faf- 
Mem y fo that there is cnoggh faid for the ex* 
plication'of rhefe rwo' nathics here mentroned, | 
Zatob and Thrael. © 

Concerning theſe is here faid, that there is 
no Inthantment agai acgb, neither is there any 
Divi inſt Tira : Sotnc read it, there 1s 


| Baptiſm they re- 
che Devi, his orks; for 

ew I of enrring mto League WI 

Hell, and of being at an agreement with de. 
ftrution ; they abhor ſuch practices, wherein 
the Devil's affiftancc is required' and expected. - 
But the plait'and'' mot - acct ſenſe of NE the 
words feems to be this, Thar tho' the Deyil _ | 

: C \ D 


(6) 

| his Inſtruments may deſign the ruine-and:miſe- 
ry of the Church of God, yet all the Contrivan- 
ces and Machinations of wicked Mcn, yea tho' 
they take m the affitance of the Devil himſelf, 
for their help, ſhall - nor prevail againſt the 
Church, fo as to bring 'ruine and deſtruction 
upon it; 1n-this ſenſe, to be ſure, 7here is no In: 
chantment : againfi Jacob, there is no Divination 


againſt Iſracl. Tis added in my Text: (2.]) Ac- , | 


cording to this time, it ſhall be ſaid of Jacob and 
of Tſrael, What hath; God wrought * The,propercſt 
ſenſe and meaning of which words ſeems to be 
this; That according to this inſtance here before 
us, whercin God did.fruſtrate all the deligns of 
Balak and Balaam, for the curling of. God's 
People in that Agc, and bringing nuſchuet upon 
them; ſo he will deal; with. his Church and 
Pcople throughout all Ages ; -God. will. repear 
the ſame deliverance to his Church-and. People 
in all ſucceeding Ages, which he afforded in the 
initance before us; ſo that God's Feops ſhall 
| have reaſon to ſay,notonly in that preſent Age, 
bur alſo in allAges tollown2,that God 1s one & 
the ſame to them, the ſame in Power, and Mer- 
cy,and Faithfulneſs; according as 'twas faid at 
this time;ſo it ſhall be ſaid in all ainzes following; 
by Zacoband Jfrael, What hath God wrought ? 
So that the words thus explained, do afford 
' _ unto 


= EI Oe, grmrteunm—_ © 
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<7) 
unto us theſe chree Notes, as a, gtound | of fx: 
cher diſcourſe. | 
'1. That it is and hath been all along, ind Sil be 
more or leſs to the end of theWorld,the wont and Cu- 
om of the Devil, and his hiftruments, to coturive, 
von deſign the ruine and miſery of the 4 harch aud 
People of God, tho' by the wickedeſt means that can 


be thought. of, or invented. 


2. 7 hat, the Church and People of God are from 
time 10 time,and ſhall be to the end of the World de- 
livered from, and ſhall even prevail po the con- 
trivances, and machinations of the Devi and his 
Inſtruments. 

1. That the whole honour of this 18 to be aſcribed 
t0 God, and muſt be acknowledged to be the effed of 


bis power and operation. .I ſhall reſume theſe par- 
ticulars, and a lictle conſider them more parti- 
 cularly, in the ſame order m which I have pro- 


ounded chem. 

I begin with che firſt ; That it 3s, and hath been 
all along, and wilt be t0 the ead: of the World, the 
wont and cuſtom of the Devil, and his Taftruments ro 
contrive and deſign the ruine and miſery of the 
Church and People of God tho' it be by the wicked- 
eſt means, that can be thought of or invented. The 
Hiſtory of all Times, and the many Books af 
Martyrology, which are extant, will confirm us 
this. We haye an Inſtance of ces, in. the moſt 

Cx  _ a 
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early Times of the World, in the caſe of Cam 
and Abel; Cain was of that wicked one,and flew his 
Brother ; and wherefore flew he him? "twas becau/e 
his own "works were withed, and his Brothers were 
righteous; as the Apoſtle gives account of this 
matter, 1 Foh.3. 12. This was the matn'ground 
_ of thequarrel between them, that one was a 
rue Believer, the Seed of the Woman, a true 
Mcmber of the Church and the other was of the 
Seed of the Serpent, and nothing ſaicably could 
ſarisfic the Rancour, which Cain had conceived. 
within Inmſelf, but to perfecure his Brother to 
the Death. Thus Pharaoh ſet himſelf againſt the 
* People of God, and was not fatisfr'd with op- 
preſſing them by hard bondage and fervice,but 
at length tooka courſe,which if it had prevail'd, 
would have dcſtroy'd the whole Nation in one 
Age, and fo the Church of God contain'd there- 
in; he bethought himſclf of that wicked courſe, 
of killing all the Malc-Infants-of the Iſraelites, as 
ſoon as they were born. Thus it was likewiſe in 
the Inſtance here before us, to which my Text 
refers. Balak would hire Balaam, to make ule of 
the power of Witchery, and Divination, that is, 
to-prefs and engage Hell it ſelf, and the powers 
-of Darkneſs, to this work, of curſing the People 
of God and all co this purpoſe,that he might the 
more caſily conſume and deſtroy them. 'T hus 
Haman 
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* Haman laid a Plotnotonly againſt Mordecai,but 
alſo in order to the ruine of -the whole Jewiſh 


Nation, that were then diſperſed throughout | 


_ the Perfian-Monarchy, and this to be accom- 

pliſhe by no lefs than an Univerſal Maffacre. 
'i hus the Prinutive Chriſtians did wade thro' a 
Sea of Blood to Heaven; being perſecuted with 
. infinite varieties of Torments 1n 'ten feveral 
Bloody Perfecutions from the Heathens, befides 
what they endured from the unbelieving Jews, 
who were alſo their implacable Enemies. And 
the Blood of Proteſtants, that hath beers ſhed by 
che Papiſts, hath by 'the account of ſomefallen 
nothing ſhort of that Chriſtian-Blood hat. was 
ſhed by Heathen Rome, in the firſt 360 Years of 
Chriſtianity ; and we may find reafon to believe 


it cobe true, if we conſider thoſe many thou- }. 


ſands that haye becn deftroy'd by Burning,and 
Maſlacres, almoſt in all Nations of Exrope,partt- 
cularly, 60000 Protcitants maſſacred in Paris, 
and other parts of France, in the laſt Age 5 and 
20000 barbarouſly murdered by che Papiſts in 
 treland, in the, memory of ſorne here preſent. 
Add to this the Deſign of the Spaniſh Invaſion 


in Eighty cight,which tended to-rhe ruifing and + 
enflaving of the whole Engliſh Nation, and the - 


barbarous Slaughter of all, that would not pre- 
ſently have bow'd down to the Idols of Rome 
D and 


*% 
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| and Spain. Add alſo the Deſign of this Day, 
which was, with one Blow, to deſtroy the King, 
and Royal Family, and all the Eſtates of our 
_ Kingdom, and in them to have deſtroy'd in cf- 
tet che whole Nation , more eſpecially the 
Church, and che Proteſtant Intereſt eſtabliſhe 
therein. By.all theſe Inſtances it doth abundant- 
ly appear as to che truth of the thing, That it is, 
and hath- been all along, and by conſequence will be, 
more or leſs to the end of the World,the wont and cu: 
ftom of the Devil and his [nflruments, to contrive 
and deſign the ruine and miſery of 'the Church and 
People of God, tho' by the wickedeſt and moſt bar- 
barous means that can be thought of, or invented : 
| And we ſhall be further confirm'd in this, by 
conſidering the Reaſons upon which this 15 
founded, which are ſuch as follow. ft 
-..1. The moſt univerſal ground and reaſon, is 
that everlaſting Enmity,which 1s (ct and fixt,and 
| that by God himſelf; between the two Seeds; 
the Secd of the Womon,and the Seed of the Ser- 
pent, that 1s, betwixt Chriſt and his Church on 
the one hand,and the Devil and his Angels, and 
all wicked Mcn, that are his Seed, on the other. 
This.Enmity was fixt by God very catly,cven as 
ſoon as the Covenant was renewed with Man- 
kind thro'Chriſt after the.-Apoſtacy of Adam, as 
you will find, Ger. 3. 15. where God faith to the 
| Serpent, 


(1 11 \ 
Serpent And I will put Enmity between thee hn34 
the Woman, and between thy Seed, and her Seed; it 
ſhall bruiſe thy head,and thou ſhalt bruiſe his heel. 
This was the main ground of the quarrel be- 
tween Cain and Abel Cain kill'd his Brother Abel; 
his nearneſs in Blood could not ſave him from an 
hand of violence; and the fundamental reaſon 
was, becauſe Cain 's works were evil,and his 'Bro- 
ther's were righteous: And this hach ſuitably 
been the fundamental ground of all the Perſe. 
cutions, and Maſlacres, and Burnings, and Vio- 
lence, that ungodly Men, 1n all Ages, have ex- 
ercisd towards the Members' of the-Church, _ 
whatever elſe hath been pretended, as the reaſon 
of chem. Bur yer; 

2. There are ſome other reaſons that may be 
given of this marter;z as (1.) Becauſe thar gra- 
cious perſons are by their words and. example, a 
continual reproof of the evil, praCtices of wick: 
cd Men ; they do by their words and example, _ 
reprove "theic Superſtitions - and Idolatries; in 
matters of Religion, and their Hy pocrifie there- 
in; as alſo their Wickedneſs and Profaneneſs in 
life and practice; and this wicked Men cannot 
bear; they look upon ſuch kind of reproot to be 
no better than a reproach ; and theretore are apt 
to revenge it by any kind of violent practice 
whatſoever. . Thus God's Atteitation, whuch he -_ 

D 2 gave 


(18) 
pave to Abe/'s faith and ſtncerity in bis Worſhip 
which he offer'd to God, was that, which pro- 
voked Cain to thar violent dealing, which he af- 
terwards expreſlcd rowards*his Brother. Thus 
the Chriſtiansin the Primitive times, difowning 
and reproving the Idols, that did chen ſo much 
abound inthe Heathen World, did "thing the 
Heathens ſo much to perſecute them to che 
death. And thus\che Proceſtants reproving and 
diſowning the Superſtitions and Idolatrous pra- . 
&ices ofthe Papitts, 1s that which hath eſpecially 
6 ks up the Papiſts to all their Cruclties againit 
chem. Ate; | 

2. Another ground 1s an inconſiftency,it may 
be, in temporal intereſts and concerns ; wicked 
Men do make Self their God, and Selt-intereſt 
their Diana;which they chiefly adore;when there- 
fore this 1s croſt by any one, tho 1t be done no 
other way, but by the performance of necetſary 
duty, they are hereupon apt to be provok'd to 
endeavour Revenge, tho'in the moſt cruel way 
and manner. Thus that which provok'd Balak 
to procure Bal/aam to curſe the People of Iſrael, 
was a fear leſt they ſhould diſturb him in his 
Kingdom and Goyernment : And that which 
hath eſpecially provok'd the Popiſh Party againſt 
the Proreſtants,is becauſe that by their Doctrine * 
they touch che ' Pope's Crown, and the Fryers 
, Bclhes 5 


- (23) 
Bellies; if cheſe had been let alone, as ſome have 
obſcrved, Lzther had not mct with ſuch oppoli- 
rion, in his Preaching. Thus England's ſtanding 
of old 1n the way of the Ambition of Spain, and 
| 1ts ſtanding of late. in the way of the Ambution 
of France, hath been the main ground.iof rg: 
_ land's Troubles from Spain formerly, and now. 
from France, ſo that it we conſider theſe parti 
_ culars, it will appear to be no, matter of wonder, 
That 'tis,and hath been all along,and by conſequence 
will be ffthe end of the World\the cuſtom of the De: 
vil and his Inſtruments, to contrive, and defign'the 
ruine and miſery of the People and Church of God, 
though by the. wickedeſt means that can be thought 
of, or invented: But I have further added, -, -. 
2., | hat the Church and People of God are: fron: 
time to time, and /ball be to the end of the World,de- 
livered from: and ſhall prevail againſt the, Contri- - 
vances and. Machinations i the,Devil, and his In- 
flruments.. 'Ts.tracind muſt be acknow- 
ledged, that "particular perſons, who are real 
Members of the Church of Chriſt, may be, and 
often hays been. brought. to. uneunely , Ends, 
by the machinations and cantrivances.of wicked 
 Menijn this kind ; this js ſuitable to all Hiſtory 
Gc Experience; and the Apoſtle confirms, it, Rom. 
8.36. quoting it out of Pſal.44-22. As:4t is writs 
ten, for thy ſake are we killed all the day long ; we 
YES, E | 


are 
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"X39 128 !, 
ave accounted as Sheep forthe ſlaughtor ; by whicli words 
he proves, that tribulation, and diſtrets/andperſect- 
tion,and faminetand nakedne(s,andperl,and ſword; 
may be the portion ofghe People of God; ashe faith 
inthe verſe before;this is evident likewife from what . 
_ isfaid, Heb,t.36,3 7. Others badtryal of cruel mackings 
and ſeourgings, yea moreover of bonds and impriſonments; they 
were ſtoned, they were ſawn aſunder were tempted, were ſlam 
withthz ſword ; they wandred about in | Sheep-ckins, and 
Goat-skins, being deſtitute affhfied;tormented Tm. even 
in this caſe there are two things oo conſiderable ; 
x. That as to ſuch as are perſecuted thuy to death, 
they are hereby bur haſtened to the enjoyment of a 
bleſſed Immortality,even as Abel was; tho' they ma 
loſe their Heads in the quarrel;yet they A6"a6r toll 
their Crown,butenjoy it ſo much the ſooner ; nay in 
all theſe things, ſich the Apoſtle, we are more than Con- 
querors, thro” him that hath loved ns, Rom;$.3'>.' 2: Tis 
farther obſeryable, that the Kingdom of Chrilt is ge- 
nerally the more.encreaſed, and inlarged,occafional- 
lyfromſuch perſecutions; Sanguis Martyrum eft ſemen 
Ecclefie ; *twas an'old obleryation, that the Blood of 
Martyrs was the ſeed of the Church : This Tertulkan 
tells che Heathens,in hisApology,the more we Chri- 
ſtizns are- mow'd down by the ſickle of death, the 
.more we are increaſed, and grow up che thicker 
| hereby - Bur, | BE Les, lh 
'2. I muſt be allow'd further, char as for particulat 
| Churches, 


- iCag)) 
Churches they may poſſibly be utterly deſtroy'd and 
ſeatrer'd by the violence of Perſecution;for God hath 
not"-given | his promiſe to any particular Church, 
whether Congregational, Provincial, or Natiohal, 
that it ſhall always continue in the ſtate of a true 
Church of God;but then tis to be confidered, x. That 
God doth long preſerve ſome Narienal and Provin- 


cial Churches, notwithſtanding all deſigns and ma- 


chinations to the contrary; of which our Church'of 
England hath been hitherto a ſingular; and Randing 
Inſtance. 2. When at any time he ſuffers the deftri- 
ion of any particular Church,*is becauſe of ſome 
reat provocations from that Church preceding ; as. 
he threatens the Church of Epheſus to rembve het 
Candleftick, becaule of her forſaking her firſt-fove, 
Rev.2. 4,5- which threatning hath been fince ſo ful. 
ly accompliſhr, that, as a late Writer obſerves unto 
us, there is not one Chriſtian Family now to be 
found in Epheſus, 3." When at anytime ir fo falls 


our, that particular Churches are diſperſt and de-. 


ſtroy '4by theviolence of Perſecution, yer even'this 
falls our ofrentimes to the good and benefir of the 
Univerſal Church, 'and the greater ſpreading of it, 


| thoſe that arediſ oerſt by Perſecution, ſpreadm the 
Goſpel for which they are perſecuted 1o mt{h he 


more, where ever they go; as happen "J\opon 'OCca- 
ſroh of the perſecution;that was rais'd againft Stephen, 


#fi.8. 4. tis laid,that they that were ſcarter'd 2btoad 


E 2 upon 


"> 0 


f-268.) 


uponthat occaſion, went every where preaching che 


Word, - And 'tis- the .obſ{cryation of ſome; that che 
Turks breaking, into Europe,cauled ſeveral of the Greek 
Chyrch; who were endow'd with much more Learn- 
ing than, was ordinarily found ia the Latm Church, 
to betake themſelves towards the Weſtern, parts « of 
Europe ; and this, amongſt other things,made way for 
the Reformation: Ts Dlloged, and, this'may ſerve 
for the caſe of particular Churches... But then, 

3. As forthecaſe of the Univerlal. Church.certain 
it:s,that no Perſecution ſhall ever be able to deſtroy 
it, and root it.out: of the World ; God hath founded 
his Church upon a Rock ; Thou art Peter, (aich Chriſt, 
and pon this Rock of thy confeſſion, char 1 am the Soa 
of God. will I build my Church,e3 the Gatesof Hell, all che 


- Power that is,and the Policy of Hell, ſhall never be able 


to prevail againſt it. 'Tis the original promile of God, 
that as = Seed of: the Serpent ſhall be ſuffered to 


bruiſe the heel of the Woman, and her Seed, tha is, 
that part of it that is here upon Earth , fo the Seed 


of the \ Woman ſhall bruiſe the Serpents head ;_ ſo 


that in the-{ſſae, the Church of Godin general. is fore 
tobe. di vered from, and to prevail againlt the 
contrivances and-. machinations of. the Devil, and 
his Inſtruments, according as. the Apoſtle faith, 
Behold God ſhall tread Satan under Jour feet. ſhortly. And 
this is confirm'd by all Hiſtory and Experience. 
Thus the Church of God, was at length delivered 
our 


out of Egyptian Boilies, -atid Phi, and his UK ; 
who hadperſecuted the Tfraflites, and drowned'their 


' lofants, were drowned in the Red Sea. Thus God 


tarned Balak” sdeſign of a Curſe upon Iſrarl into a 
Bleſbng. Thus the Jews were delivered from Fa- 
man's delign 'd Maſſacre, & Haman and his Sons were 
hanged upon the Gibber.chat was prepared far Mor- 
decat... \'Thus Chriſtiagi was, at- len a delivered 
from the Perſecurions: late 
Heathens' 1dolarry was ſoon baniſhe out © che Rey | 
man Emi oy Fn oy TA] rrying de 
not & in hey ei he, W: at 1 
wy ER pun hci Prax from 
which they have, not recovered yen. ro this day. | 
Thus ſome' have. obſerved, that che Maſſacres in 
France were followed with a quick and wonderfully 
reviving of the Proteftanc Intereſt in that Nation, 
& with [ eqns? calamities upon the Popiſh party 
therein; and what was the fect of the Barbarity of | 
the Iriſh Papiſts in their, Rebellion, but milcrable 
ruine upon themſelves, and their Families ? Thus to 
conclude, ,we were at. this day, delivered from the 
intended ruine and deftruftion by Gun-powder,and 
the Conpirators brought a juſt Execution upon 
| themlelves,and { Ruboe in their own Families;and 
which = rage On that it hath cauſed 
Popery-to ber 4k more abhorr'dever fince by che 
generality of this Nation : *By all which laſtances 
F 


'ris 


' tizabuadan ly made good, That the Church of God hath 


'n 


OST nes. © Ras hrigh I 


been-from time time,an therefor e ſhall be, no doubt, to the 
end of the World, Glive od from, and ſhall prevail rain the 
contrirvances and <4 of the Devil, and bis Inſtru. 
vents, Now if the ground and reaſon of this ſhould 
be Inquired, we have a ſufficient | account , of it 


3d Note before obſerv'd, That the whole- honozr of 
this matter is fo. be a cribed to. Ged and it muſt. be acknow-. 
ledged to be the e e] 7. of | bis Power and Operation. This 
is clearly intimated in the words of my Text, 4- 
cording to this tame it ſhall be ſaid of Jacob, aid of Iſrael, 
What hath God apr onght : > "The Deliverance of God's 
People from time to time,is the work of God, and 
the a of his Power ; and therefore to him lone 
is the honour and glory hereof to be aſcribed. _ 

*Tis true indeed, m: ſubordination ro.God, there 
may be ſome other account given. of this matter, 
why God ſhould do thus much for his Church, and 
that we have intimated likewiſe in my Text, the 
Church of God is here ſaid ro be Jaco and Ire, 
wheels is ſignified, 

. That they are God's C2 Pte 
People that have a Covenant-Relation | to-God, aod 
2 Covenant-Intereſt in him, to wharg | he hath Sk 
many gracious Promiſes, 2nd hah confirmed them 
by bis Word and Oath, which are two Jmmutable 
things, 3 in which «is ipoſibl for God to lye. © 


2. They 


2. They. a are a coplagk wrefling People; they are Bi. 
are fuch as' pe the Almighty no EN 
dbly as for ſuch as thus cry day and. unto'him'$ as 
, tho, hofeemsro 
: Whence 


'ns faid by Chriſt in the Parable; He 
defer Deliverance, yet avenge them 

3. Ir follows, DF aghmmy, nangls 09. Ijracts, ſuch/as - 
haye\power with God, and Man, and do ; i 
| Have art Intereſt in God,- in hisPower; and 
Attributes, and Promiſes : No wonder then, if 
dne- time, create Deliverances for-them'z Gn 
of al be. Delivering Merey. More ofpackiiy, © ea rn 
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- xr. Of this brreggy Deliverance;. whichs-he bes 
ftowed as on EREW our Forefathers, and in thenrup- 
on us, a mercy which contained many ſingular mercies 1n 
the bowels of it, event the enjoyment of whatſoever is de- 
firable, to make our Lives comfortable here in this World; 
or in order to the-ſecuring of our- Eternal Welfare'in that 
other World. But farther, | 

2. We have-rea'on to bleſs God, that he hath fill con 
tinued to us, | the fruit and benefit of this days Delive- 
rance,ir the enjo _ m-nt of the-Goſpel, together with the ens 
joyment of our Lives, Liberties and notwith: 
ftanding all the Deſigns of the Popiſh: Party? to thecon- 
tray. We know that twas not -firice, tha: a Couclama- 
tum eft was ready to be pronounced upon our Religion, Li 
berty and Properties, andthat not only b, our Enemies, 
ina way of exulting, but-alfſo by our ſelves,” in a'way" of 
diffidence and deſpondeney. ' And-we know farther, that 
there is a Party mixt every Where-amongſtrus evea-in our 
very. a _ defire;and as far as _— carr, & dare, = 
plotting, and contrivingin effet; that thus be 
nd this attho* *tis more than probable; thar Re ddarrad 
\Ruine of the: Natidh-in general, and-the-p Eftablifh- - 
ment, they do but hew at the Bow, up>n Thich they them- 


&lves do ſtand, and which, Sling, may in the. iffue prove. 
| their 


- Ga Saviours and deli 1 
c—_ = here afforded; unto. him, 
ox ex-notice of, 85 - afforded FE 


joe aca 


